
Notes:
The pages below include my very messy notes to supplement the pamphlet. I wanted to provide some 
more detailed explanations of my assertions as well as some thoughts that didn't make the final cut.

Table 1 Complete

White African
American

Hispanic American
Indian or
Alaskan
Native

Asian, Native
Hawaiian or
other Pacific

Islander

Total

2010 Census Popupation Est 
(in millions)

223.6 38.9 27.3 2.9 15.2

2010 Census Population Est (%) 72% 13% 16% .9% 5.2%

Percent of overall population 
distribution of money income of 
households <$50,000/yr

48 66.9 61.4 16.76 38.9

Population of income of 
households <$50,000/yr (in 
millions)

107.3 26 16.8 No Data 5.9 156.01m

Percent of the working class 
households making <$50,000/yr 
(rounded to nearest tenth)

68.8% 16.7% 10.7% No Data 3.8%

Percent of overall population 
distribution of money income of 
households <$75,000/yr (%)

66.7% 82% 79% No Data 55.8%

Population of income of 
households <$75,000/yr (in 
millions)

149.1 31.9 21.6 No Data 8.5 211.11m

Percent of the working class 
households making <$75,000/yr 

70.7% 15.1% 10.2% No Data 4%

All data has been rounded to the nearest tenth

Table 1 Abbreviated:
Income of 

Households 
(millions)

White African 
American

Hispanic

 <$50k/yr (m) 107.33 26.02 16.76

 <$75k/yr (m) 149.14 31.9 21.57

Table 1: By using the US census demographic data, and 
income of households data, I arrived at the above high and 
low estimates of working class Americans (which includes 
large sections of the Petite Bourgeois and Lumpen classes 
due to income overlap).



Supplement Pie Charts for Table 1:



Table 1 Summary: 

Table 1 (above) includes my conservative and optimistic estimates of US working class 
population, which includes a sizable percentage of the lumpen proletariat and lower income 
petite bourgeois. It is an estimate based on US census 2009/2010 income per household and 
population data. It is my conclusion that an estimate of the working class that does not include 
sizable portions of other classes is impossible without excessive extrapolation due to the way 
class is defined—by one's relationship to production. In spite of the fact that extrapolation is 
unavoidable, we should do our best to limit it as much as possible.

Other Fun Facts: 

There are about 1,369,532 active military personnel in the United States, the second largest in 
the world after China. There are also 850,880 Reserve personnel in the United States, the 10th 
largest in the world. There are 780,000 cops in the United States.

In 2010, 60,620,143 males were fit for military service ages 18-49
In 2010, 59,401,941 females were fit for military service ages 18-49

Methodology: 

I chose $50,000 and $75,000 because the while the median household in the united states was 
$51,900 in 2013, that doesn't say much. Instead, if we look at average incomes: the average 
income for a male full-time worker without a HS diploma 9th-12th grade completed is $33,194, 
and a female is $23,478; for a male full-time worker with a HS diploma is $43,140 and for a 
female it is $32,227. If you looked at the overall average of workers from those with no 
education to those including with a Bachelors degree, the average male makes $62,445 and the 
average female makes $44,857. So if there are no children contributing, the household income 
may be just over $100,000. One may ask, “Don't many workers hold degrees?” In answer to 
that question, yes. Many workers hold degrees, but most of them only hold low level and 
technical degrees; and, a great amount of the petite-bourgeois class do not hold degrees.

Crunching Numbers:

To find the percent distribution of households of a demographic, I first found the sum total of 
the percent distribution of households within an income bracket set. So for example a set of a 
white population could be: [5%@[$1-$5,999], 10%@[$6,000-$19,999], 
15%@[$20,000-$30,000]] for a total of 30 percent of households making less than 
$30,000/year.

To find the population estimate of the demographic within an income (e.g. <$50,000), I took the
sum total of the percent distribution of households of the income bracket set and multiplied it by
the US Census 2010 estimate of the demographic population.

Table References: 



Overall Population Data: 
http://www.census.gov/2010census/news/releases/operations/cb11-cn125.html 
Table 690 Household Income Data:   https://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/2012/tables/12s0690.pdf   
Additional Data: 
http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/cats/income_expenditures_poverty_wealth.html

Notes:
1. This  sworn oath to  protect capital  and  the  state  is not  the sole reason why the police repress 

the overwhelming majority of  workers. They depend on the bourgeois state for their 
subsistence, and the bourgeois state in turn  depends on them to repress the masses. Such a 
relation- ship is made possible by process of bourgeois indoctrination. The cops surrendered 
any previous world view and values on the side of workers interest in exchange  for the 
bourgeois world view and  bourgeois values. It is cement- ed by a backwards, ultra reactionary, 
callous, authoritarian subculture. This subculture  and indoctrination was built over decades 
with the help of the romanticism of cowboy sheriffs, and cops through film and television, and 

more recently the propaganda of the security  industry.  The  basic view promoted  and  believed
by scores of cops  is  that  they  are  on the side of  the “good guys,” and any criminals (who 
aren't cops), vagabonds, or rebellious rabble are on the side of the “bad guys.”

2. Here are a few psychological studies that help to illustrate what I mean by the psychological 
connection between workers:

Kraus, MW, Horberg, EJ, Goetz, J, & Keltner, D. (2011). Social class rank, threat 
vigilance, and hostile reactivity Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin DOI: 
10.1177/0146167211410987 http://psp.sagepub.com/content/37/10/1376 Abstract:
Lower-class individuals, because of their lower rank in society, are theorized to be more
vigilant to social threats relative to their high-ranking upper-class counterparts. This 
class-related vigilance to threat, the authors predicted, would shape the emotional 
content of social interactions in systematic ways. In Study 1, participants engaged in a 
teasing interaction with a close friend. Lower-class participants—measured in terms of 
social class rank in society and within the friendship—more accurately tracked the 
hostile emotions of their friend. As a result, lower-class individuals experienced more 
hostile emotion contagion relative to upper-class participants. In Study 2, lower-class 
participants manipulated to experience lower subjective socioeconomic rank showed 
more hostile reactivity to ambiguous social scenarios relative to upper-class 
participants and to lower-class participants experiencing elevated socioeconomic rank. 
The results suggest that class affects expectations, perception, and experience of hostile 
emotion, particularly in situations in which lower-class individuals perceive their 
subordinate rank.

Kraus MW, Côté S, & Keltner D (2010). Social class, contextualism, and empathic 
accuracy. Psychological science, 21 (11), 1716-23 PMID: 20974714 Abstract: Recent 
research suggests that lower-class individuals favor explanations of personal and 
political outcomes that are oriented to features of the external environment. We 
extended this work by testing the hypothesis that, as a result, individuals of a lower 
social class are more empathically accurate in judging the emotions of other people. In 
three studies, lower-class individuals (compared with upper-class individuals) received 
higher scores on a test of empathic accuracy (Study 1), judged the emotions of an 

http://www.census.gov/2010census/news/releases/operations/cb11-cn125.html
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20974714
http://psp.sagepub.com/content/37/10/1376
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0146167211410987
http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/cats/income_expenditures_poverty_wealth.html
https://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/2012/tables/12s0690.pdf


interaction partner more accurately (Study 2), and made more accurate inferences 
about emotion from static images of muscle movements in the eyes (Study 3). Moreover, 
the association between social class and empathic accuracy was explained by the 
tendency for lower-class individuals to explain social events in terms of features of the 
external environment. The implications of class-based patterns in empathic accuracy 
for well-being and relationship outcomes are discussed.

Kraus MW, Piff PK, & Keltner D (2009). Social class, sense of control, and social 
explanation. J Pers Soc Psychol, 97 (6), 992-1004 PMID: 19968415 Abstract: Lower 
social class is associated with diminished resources and perceived subordinate rank. 
On the basis of this analysis, the authors predicted that social class would be closely 
associated with a reduced sense of personal control and that this association would 
explain why lower class individuals favor contextual over dispositional explanations of 
social events. Across 4 studies, lower social class individuals, as measured by 
subjective socioeconomic status (SES), endorsed contextual explanations of economic 
trends, broad social outcomes, and emotion. Across studies, the sense of control 
mediated the relation between subjective SES and contextual explanations, and this 
association was independent of objective SES, ethnicity, political ideology, and 
self-serving biases. Finally, experimentally inducing a higher sense of control 
attenuated the tendency for lower subjective SES individuals to make more contextual 
explanations (Study 4). Implications for future research on social class as well as 
theoretical distinctions between objective SES and subjective SES are discussed.

3. I should first note, that in the 12.1 printed edition, notations 2 and 3 may have been mixed up 
with each other in the wrong order.

Here are three good articles that help to illustrate the common difference of class consciousness 
between workers of color and white workers. Like all things, it is not always the case.

a. ”Why White People Don’t Seem to Understand Ferguson, in One Chart”
http://mic.com/articles/96554/why-white-people-don-t-seem-to-understand-ferguson-in-one-chart
b. ”Self-Segregation: Why It’s So Hard for Whites to Understand Ferguson”
http://m.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2014/08/self-segregation-why-its-hard-for-whites-to-understand-
ferguson/378928/
c. ”Why Do Millennials Not Understand Racism?”
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/politics/2014/05/millennials_racism_and_mtv_poll_youn
g_people_are_confused_about_bias_prejudice.html

4. My formulation for this was greatly helped by one of Joseph Green's formulations that was 
brought to my attention. I found nothing wrong with it, but it wasn't exactly to my liking.

“The anti-racist struggle in the US was a major feature of the tumultuous struggles of 
the past and it's still a burning issue today. If the working people and the minorities 
don't stand up for their democratic rights and oppose police brutality, they will be 
unable to stand up for their economic rights either. If the police and the bourgeoisie are 
allowed to make life hell for the blacks, Latinos, undocumented workers, and other 
minorities, then they will make life hell for the working class as a whole whenever we 
go out on strike, or stand up in any way for a better world and economic system.”

From the CVO's November 28th leaflet titled, “In memory of Eric Garner and Michael 
Brown” written by Joseph Green. It can be found at http://www.communistvoice.org

5. This formulation and the chapter in general was greatly aided by Lenin's work, “The Socialist 
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http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/politics/2014/05/millennials_racism_and_mtv_poll_young_people_are_confused_about_bias_prejudice.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/politics/2014/05/millennials_racism_and_mtv_poll_young_people_are_confused_about_bias_prejudice.html
http://m.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2014/08/self-segregation-why-its-hard-for-whites-to-understand-ferguson/378928/
http://m.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2014/08/self-segregation-why-its-hard-for-whites-to-understand-ferguson/378928/
http://mic.com/articles/96554/why-white-people-don-t-seem-to-understand-ferguson-in-one-chart


Party and Non-Party Revolutionism” https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1905/dec/02.htm

6. These Social Democratic Politicians often like to use words like “peace” and “non violence” to 
discredit independent forces that threaten the state and the capitalists. They care nothing about 
peace for the working class which is always being attacked—they only care about peace for 
capitalists, non violence towards capitalists. Yes, we need a movement that embraces 
non-violence and operates legally at present because presently we can accomplish all of our 
tasks like this while keeping arrests to a minimum. But, the Social Democrats will have us 
believe that raising a fist in the air is violent. They will have us believing that harsh language is 
violent. They will have us believing that telling the truth is violent.

There is one more thing, we must make a distinction between the professional careerists and 
politicians who carry the flag of Social Democracy and the backwards worker who falls under 
its influence and traditions.

7. There are unfortunately no transcripts of this speech by Hanauer. This quote came from the 
following source: 
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/blog/techflash/2014/10/nick-hanauer-if-income-inequality-continues-to.html?
page=all

8. Here are some examples of the deepening ties by the black bourgeoisie to the white bourgeoisie.

Russel Simmons on December 23, 2014 6:33am Tweeted under Russel Simmons@Uncle
Rush: “The @nytimes = voice of reason: 'Hating police brutality + respecting the 
police are not contradictory impulses.” nyti.ms/1wfT0eQ' ” 

Yes, the “voice of reason!” a model mouthpiece of the bourgeoisie: the advocate of US 
imperialist wars, and the apologist for the racist, Israeli persecution of Palestinians. The 
same paper that endlessly provides political cover for state injustices against the masses;
just as it was quick to smear the character of Michael Brown as “no angel.”

And how could I leave out this little gem that illustrates perfectly the black, brown and 
asian bourgeoisie share material interests with the white bourgeoisie. The below quote is
from professor John Sibly Butler, the director of the Herb Kelleher Center at the 
University of Texas McCombs School of Business (Yes, the one named after the 
billionaire Red McCombs):

"Of course we will celebrate present-day entrepreneurs such as Oprah Winfrey (Delta 
Sigma Theta), Shaquille O’Neal (Omega Psi Phi), Bill Cosby (Omega Psi Phi), Maya 
Angelou (Alpha Kappa Alpha), and William Johnson (Kappa Alpha Psi). Rev. William 
White, founder of Augusta Institute in 1867 that later became Morehouse College, 
King’s alma mater, leads the list of organizational leaders. We will celebrate 
entrepreneurship and capitalism, which are lessons from the black bourgeoisie for 21st 
century America. 

As my wealthy grandfather noted when he learned that I was to debate the Klansman 
David Duke at Louisiana State University in 1967, keep your arms up to be ready to 
defend yourself. But if you could secure the contract to make the sheets for the Klan, 
that would be outstanding."

http://www.statesman.com/news/news/opinion/celebrating-the-black-bourgeoisie/ndLYP/

http://www.statesman.com/news/news/opinion/celebrating-the-black-bourgeoisie/ndLYP/
mailto:Simmons@Uncle
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https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1905/dec/02.htm


9. The formulation strengthening ties between the black, brown, and asian bourgeoisie and the 
white bourgeoisie was nearly a direct steal from a CVO piece by Mark Williams called “More 
News and background on the struggle against police murders.” The formulation on the masses 
being far better off also came from the Williams piece.

10. “And as such an organization emerges, and gains its footing and the ability to inspire, 
coordinate, organize and raise the consciousness of the working class and oppressed, everything
else will change. The Proletariat will be far better off with its own organizations and voice” 
This formulation was borrowed from the CVO. I think it came from the above Williams piece.

11. I still feel that this paragraph needs more elaboration, but for the purposes of space and time I 
attempted to explain what was most important about those experiences of the Russian and 
Chinese revolutions. While they are both very different in many ways, they share limitations on 
freedom of speech and information that I think created the ideal conditions for the opportunism 
of Stalin in Russia and the Great Chinese Famine in China. The damaging effect of a lack of 
political transparency I think was the lesson learned. There are some who argue that factions 
were allowed to be organized in both Russia and China, but they neglect to mention that 
factions were banned in Russia in 1921 and that China as well has a well documented history of
purging/liquidating organized political opponents.

12. This quote came from Nick Hanauer in response to the first question in the panel discussion 
after Robert Reich's presentation at Seattle Town Hall September 27th 2014

There is also paragraph on formulation on factions that I spent a great deal of time on that I 
forgot to include a notation for. It was sharpened further with help from a debate between Frank 
Arango of the CVO, Ben Seattle and myself. It was also helped by a piece by Lenin called “The
New Faction of the Conciliators, Or the Virtuous.” 
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1911/oct/18b.htm

https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1911/oct/18b.htm

